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DIFFERENTIATED READING

LIST

EXAMPLES

GRADE 4

Center(s)

Reading Together

Explanation of Reading Lists

Literacy and Learning Centers require
you to divide your students into small
groups. | recommend that you group
students not based on ability, but based
on the texts they choose. In other words,
each student selects the text that most
interests him/her, and is placed in a group
with the other students who picked the
same text. This doesn't mean anything
goes! The teacher or curriculum director
should supply a selection of texts that all
address the same basic literary themes,
cover the same content, or address the
same essential question.

It's ok to start small. Work on adding one
or two reading lists every year.

You'll see that giving students a choice

in what to read brings about significant
gains in their engagement, productivity,
and growth. But maybe the greatest
advantage of giving students a choice of
reading material, is that students of varied
ability levels and interests all have an
opportunity to engage with their reading.

FPAGE 1 OF 11

The Text Complexity Model has three
equal components. Choosing which
texts to include in your class reading lists
means you must do more than consider
quantitative measures!

The three components to consider are:

1. Quantitative Measures.

These factors are difficult or impossible for
a person to evaluate efficiently so they are
typically measured by computer software.
Examples of quantitative measures
include students’ standardized test scores
and a books' assigned Lexile scores.

2. Qualitative Dimensions.

These characteristics must be evaluated
by a teacher. They include considering
levels of meaning (for literary texts) or
purpose (for informational texts), as well
as structure, language conventionality and
clarity, and knowledge demands.

3. Reader and Task Considerations.
This component is best evaluated by a
teacher like you, who understands his

or her students. It requires assessing

the reader’s motivation, knowledge, and
experiences, as well as the assessing the
purpose and complexity of a text.
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DIFFERENTIATED READING LIST
EXAMPLES

GRADE 4

It helps to review examples of reading lists that other teachers have used effectively.
Please use these examples as inspiration. Feel free to borrow what works and adapt
as necessary to suit your needs and the needs of your students.

The book lists below represent a selection of fictional and non-fictional texts that

are suitable for use with the Literacy and Learning Center model. The works listed

were researched, vetted and chosen by the Chapters Group, a leading provider of
hardcover and paperback literature as well as textbooks. More selections and materials
are available at the Chapters Group website at chaptersgroup.com.

Explore the Engagingl.earmers.com website for other resources about differentiated
reading (webinars, tips, etc.) to help you create your own reading lists.

Remember, coming up with reading lists is an on-going process. Even after you find

a “perfect” booklist, realize that it may not be perfect forever. As you find new titles, as
your school’'s curriculum changes, and as student interests evolve, it's likely you'll want
to make revisions and adjustments.

Fourth Grade
Topic: Problem Solving Social Studies & Science
Essential Question: How can someone become a better scientific observer?

Text Complesdty | Book Title Author

2nd-4ih grade | A More Perfect Union Betzy
Maestro

dih-7th grade | Let's Think About Sustainable Enargy Vic Parker

3rd-7th grade | A Kid's Guide to America’s Bill of Rights Kathlean
Krull

dth-Bth grade | The Quest for the Tree Kangaroo: An Expedition to Sy

the Cloud Forest of New Guinsa Montgomery

dih-6th grade | The Story of Fossl Fuels William B.
Fice

Ist-dth grade | Understanding the Bill of Rights Sally Sanzsll
lsaacs
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Fourth Grade
Topic: Journeys Fiction

Eszsential Question: What can we learn about ourselves when we leave home?

Text Cormnplesity

Book Tite

Auther

K-t grade

Apples to Cregon

Deboran
Heplinzon

dth-8th grade

Bewitchad in Oz

Lawura J. Bums

rd-7'th grade

Drear Wi, Henshaw

Beverly Cleary

Zrd-7th ?ar:la

Jenrry Lombard

3rd-7th grade

Byah of Budon

Christopher
Pau Curtis

4th-Tth gade

Bliza's Freedom Road: An Undesground
Radroad Drary

S3rd-4th grade

Emma’s New Begnning

3rd-Bth grade

Gullrer's Travels

3rd-6th grade

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robnson

Srd-Bth grade

Litthe Houze on Rocky Ridge

3rd-6th grace

Sarah, Plan and Tall

4th-Tth grade

The Crum of Destny

Srd-Sth grade

The Last Rider: The Fnal Days of the Pony BEgpress

dh-Bth grade

The One and Orly han

3rd-Tth grade

The Wanderer

2nd-4th grade

Tme Voyage (Retum to Titanic)

2ng-dth grade

When Jesse Came Across the Saa
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Fourth Grade
Topic: Earth’s Shifting Surfaces

Essential Question: How can humans prepare for the
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unpredictability of nature?
Text Complesaty | Book Title Author
2nd-5th grade | Earthguakes and Cther Matural Disasters Hamet Griffey
3rd-5th grade | BEarth's Changing Crust Rebecca
Harmnan
3rd-dth grade | BEndangered Energy: Investigating the Rani bysr
Scarcity of Fossil Fuels
3rd-dth grade | BEndangered Rain Forests: Investigating Rani by=r
Ran Forests in Crisis
3rd-dth grade | BEndangered Rivers: Investgaiing Rani by=r
Rivers in Crisis
3rd-dth grade | BEndangered Oceans: Investigating Oceans Rani by=r
2nd-dih grade | Brosion Becky Olien
K-dih grade Brosion: Changing Earth'’s Surface Robin Koontz
1st-Bth grade | Mational Parks Ern McHugh
Srd-dth grade | When Volcanosas Erupt el Yoo
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DIFFERENTIATED READING LIST
EXAMPLES

GRADE 4
Fourth Grade
Topic: Changes
Essential Question: What motivates people to try and change the world?
Text Complexdty | Book Title Author
2nd-5th grade | 28 Days: Moments in Black History That Changed Charles R.
the Wiorld Smith, Jr.
and Shane
W. BEvans
3rd-dth grade | Jake Burton Carpenter and the Snowboard Michasl
O’Hzam
K-4dih grade Mational Geographic Readers: Caterpillar to Butterty | Laura F
Marzh
dih-Gth grade | Renewable Energy: Discover the Fuel of the Future Joshua
with 20 Projects Sneideman
and Erin
Twarnley
3rd-dth grade | Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott Connis
Colwvell Miller
5th-8th grade | The Constitution and the Bill of Rights Roban
Alarcon
3rd-5th grade | The U.S. Constitubion, Bill of Rights, Steven
and a Mew Mation Citfinoska
3rd-7th grade | They Stoed Alona!: 25 Men and Women Who Sandra
Mads a Difference Mcleod
Hurmphrey
3rd-7th grade | Who Was Heanor Roosewvelt? Gare
Thompson
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Fourth Grade
Topic: Brave Adventures Fiction
Essential Question: What sets a hero apart from other people?
Text Complesdty | Book Title Author
2nd-4dih grade | A Crazy Day With Cobras hary Pope
Osbome
Ist-dth grade | Amber Was Brave, Essie Was Smart Vera B.
Williams
k-3rd Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers' Michelle
Strike of 1909 harke]
1st-dth grade | Buzz Beaker and the Growing Goo Can Meister
3rd-7th grade | Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Roald Dahl
3rd-7th grade | Danny, the Champion of the World Roald Dahl
3rd-6th grade | Findle Andrew
Clements
dih-8th grade | Guys Read: Other Worlds Jon
Scieszda
dih-8th grade | Jacob's Rescue: A Holocaust Story Malka
Drruchker
2nd-4ith grade | Jake Drake, Bully Buster Andrew
Clemenis
dih-Tth grade | Number the Stars Lois Lowry
3rd-7th grade | Riding Freedom Pam hMuncz
H'_',"Er-'
3rd-7th grade | Salling to Freedom Martha
Bennsit
Stiles
3rd-7th grade | Sideways Stones from Wayside School Louis Sachar
dih-Tth grade | Survival Stories of the Almaost Brave Jen White
3rd-7th grade | Tales of a Fourth Grade MNothing Judy Blume
3rd-7th grade | The Janitor's Boy Andrew
Clemenis
dih-Sth grade | The Red Pyramid Rick Riordan
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EXAMPLES

GRADE 4

READING LIST

Fourth Grade
Topic: Brave Adventures Non-Fiction

Essential Question: What is a courageous acit?
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Text Complexty | Book Title Author
2nd-5th grade | A Time to Be Brave Joan Betiy
Stuchner
3rd-Tth grade | A'oice of Her Own: The Story of Kathryn
Phillis Wheatley, Slave Lasky
2nd-4dth grade | Clara Barton: Angel of the Baitlefield TIME
Magazine
2nd-5th grade | Climbing Everest Gall Herman
dih-5th grade | Dolley Madison: First Lady of the United States Melisza
Carosella
3rd-Gth grade | George vs. George: The Amencan Revolution as Rosahln
Seen from Both Sides Schanzer
Srd-dth grade | George Washingion: Leading a Mew Mation Matt Doeden
1st-Sth grade | Irena Sendler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto | Susan
Goldman
dih-6th grade | Martha Washington: Amenca's Frrst Lady Jean Brown
Wagoner
lst-dth grade | Nobody Owns the Sky: The Story of Reeve
‘Brave Bezzie” Coleman Lindbergh
3rd-5th grade | Whe Was Annie Cakdey? Stephani=
Spinner
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DIFFERENTIATED READING LIST

EXAMPLES
GRADE 4
Fourth Grade
Topic: Challenges in Traditional Literature
Essential Question: Why is it important to know where things came from?

Text Complexity | Book Title Author

2nd-5th grade | Assop's Fables Ann
McGowvermn

Srd-7thgrade | The Chocolate Touch Fatrick
Skene
Catling

dth-6th grade | Jason and the Golden Hesce Mel Yorntow

k-5th grade John Henry Julius Lester

dh-Tthgrade | Not One Damesel in Distress Jane Yolen

dth-6th grade | Perseus and Medusa Blake Hosna

dth-Tth grade | Robin Hood Aaron hep-
ard

dh-Tthgrade | Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Michasl
Morpurgo

3rd-7th grade | Tales from the Odyssey, Part 1 Mary Pope
Osbome

3rd-Tth grade | The BRG Foald Dahl

2nd-5th grade | The Dragon Prince Laurence
fep

2nd-dih grade | The Bephant's Friend and Cihar harcia

Tales from Anciert India Williams

K-dih grade The Little Bad Ant and the Great Big Crumb Shirley Climo

2nd-4th grade | The Seven \Vioyages of Sinbad hartin Powell

K-4th grade The Tall Tale of Paul Buryan hiartin Powvell

K-4th grade The Weaving of a Dream Marilee
Hayer

dihe-8th grade | Theseus and the Minotaur Mal Yorntow

K-4th grade When the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky Hphinstone
DCayrell
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GRADE 4
Fourth Grade
Topic: Science
Essential Question: What makes people curious about the world?
Text Complexdty | Book Title Author
dih-Tth grade | 21st Certury: Mystenes of Deep Space Stephanie
Paris
dith-Thgrade | 22nd Century: Future of Space Stephanie
Kuligowsla
3rd-Bth grade | Aliens and UFCs Lon Hile
dih-8th grade Battling Extinction Tam@a B. O
K-5th grade Bones Seyrmour
Simon
dih-5th grade Destined for Space: Cur Story of Exploration Don Mardo
3rd-Sth grade | Eyes and Ears Seymour
Simon
K-dih grade Feal the Wind Arthur
Darros
dth-Tih grade | Forensic Science Investigator Tamm@ B. O
3rd-Eth grade | Mystenes of Alien Visitors and Abductions Kathryn
Walker
Jrd-Sth grade | Muciear Energy Chrriz Cxlade
3rd-Gth grade | Our Solar System Saymour
Simon
dth-Tth grade | The Polar Bear Scientists Peter Lourne
dth-Bth grade Restoring Structures Jennifer
Zeiger
3rd-dth grade | Take Off! All About Airplanes Jennifer Prior
dth-Bth grade | The Park Scientists: Gila Monsters, Mary Kay
Geysers and Girizzly Bears Carson
2rd-4th grade | The Secrets of Earih Emma
Carlzon-
Beme
Srd-dth grade | The Worst Earthquakes of All Time Mary Englar
2rd-Sth grade | Teunamis and Other Matural Disasters Mary Pope
O=bome
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Fourth Grade
Topic: Amazing Discoveries
Essential Question: Why don’t great inventors give up?

Text Complextty | Book Title Author

3rd-4dth grade | Alexander Graham Bell and the Telephone Jennifer
Fandsl

Srd-4dth grade | Benjamin Franklin: An Amencan Genius Kay
Melchisedich
Cl=on

dih-7th grade | Earth and Space Science: The Wonder of Liza

Cur Solar System Greathouse

3rd-dth grade | Johann Gutenberg and the Printing Press Kay
Melchisedich
Cl=zon

3rd-dth grade | Lewvi Strauss and Blue Jeans Mational
Geographic

dih-7th grade | Out of the Darkness: The Story of Louis Braile Russ&ll
Fresdman

3rd-dth grade | Steve Jobs, Steve Woeniak, and the Donald B.

Personal Computer Lemke

3rd-5th grade | The Television Richard
Spilsbury

3rd-7th grade | What Color is My Wiorld? Kareem
Abdul-
Jabbar et al.

2nd-4ih grade | What's the Big ldea, Ben Frankiin? Jean itz
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Fourth Grade
Topic: Journeys Non-Fiction
Essential Question: How does discovering new lands expand our knowledge?
Text Complexty | Book Title Author
dth-7th grade A Jourmey to the New World, Mayfiower 1620 Kathryn Lasky
2nd-5th grade | Hannah's Journey: The Story of an Immigrant Gl | Marissa Moss
2nd-5th grade | | Sunaved the Sinking of the Tianic, 1912 Lauren Tarshis
3rd-5th grade | FYour Mame Was Changed at Hlis Island Hlen Levine
3rd-5th grade | Sunviving the Jourmey: The Story of the Danry Kravitz
Cregon Trail
2rd-dth grade | The Buffale Scldiers and the Amencan West Jason Glaser
2nd-dih grade | Where Do vou Think You're Going, Jean Friz
Christopher Columbus?
3rd-7th grade | Who Was Amelia Earhart? Kate Boshm
Jerome
3rd-7th grade | Who Was Neil Armstrong? Roberta
Edwvards
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